
MENA’S NEXT CREATIVE WAVE 



Exploring the Global Entertainment Shift 
The global entertainment landscape has been experiencing a dramatic 
surge in demand for not just non-English content, but original and/or 
new-to-screen programming. 

In particular, the MENA landscape is seeing audiences expressing an 
increased appetite for Arabic & locally produced programming. There’s 
especially a thirst for fresh original stories to complement long-running 
monolithic global franchises that have arguably become overly familiar.  

Rise Studios, an entertainment company driving investment into content 
from the Middle East region, has been quick to recognize this shift and 
has conducted a research report in partnership with Parrot Analytics to 
explore these trends. 

Parrot Analytics, is a data analytics firm specializing in the 
entertainment industry, that aims to quantify the demand for TV shows, 
genres and formats.

By understanding the driving forces behind changing content 
demand, Rise Studios addresses evolving preferences with top-tier 
programming. 



A year later
Over the past few years, we’ve seen 
something remarkable, the steady, 
unstoppable growth of Arabic 
content.

Audiences across MENA are watching 
more local stories than ever before, 
and globally, the demand for Arabic 
titles is expanding beyond the 
diaspora.

The data tells us that Arabic isn’t 
peaking, it’s accelerating. What 
started as curiosity has turned into 
sustained appetite. And that means 
we’re just getting started.

That’s when we partnered with Parrot 
Analytics again this year to decode 
the data behind this movement.

The
Hypothesis?

We wanted to understand not just 
what the language people are 
watching – but what emotions are 
they seeking?

After years of global uncertainty, 
audiences are gravitating towards 
stories that make them feel good.

Not necessarily comedies, but dramas 
& thrillers that leave you with hope, 
redemption, and a sense of emotional 
reward.

Is there a demand for feel-good 
content?

The 
Collaboration

Together, we set out to understand 
this emotional shift in storytelling — 
not just what audiences are 
watching, but why they’re drawn to 
these narratives.

By combining industry insight with 
Parrot’s audience intelligence, we 
analysed millions of users across 
global markets to uncover whether 
feel-good stories truly have 
momentum.

This wasn’t just about validating a 
hypothesis - it was about revealing 
the reality of audience emotion and 
demand.
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Even more evident in the MENA Region…

Within the MENA Region, the demand 
for Non-English content accounts for 
nearly half of the total demand, 
showcasing a remarkable shift in 
viewer preferences. 

Most notably, Arabic content now 
represents more than a quarter of all 
demand in MENA, a 6.5x increase 
since 2020, showcasing that appetite 
for local storytelling isn’t slowing 
down, it’s accelerating.

This surge reflects wider shift, where 
audiences are embracing authentic, 
culturally grounded narratives.

Hollywood is no longer the holy-
grail of entertainment, the next 
wave is multilingual, diverse, 
and locally inspiredArabic Content English Content Other Non-English

MENA Demand

Original Language Demand Share (%)

6.5x
Increase in the 

Arabic content share

Growth in ‘other non-English’ 
content demand share

Drop in English Content 
Demand Share



Revisited



Global demand for non-English has almost doubled since 2017

Globally, demand for non-English 
content has climbed from 22% in 
2017 to 41% in 2025, nearly doubling 
in less than a decade.

Consistent record growth since 
2017. A minor correction in 2025, but 
momentum remains strong as 
content supply scales and 
production, dubbing, and subtitling 
tools become increasingly 
accessible.

Technology is making the 
world smaller but a viewer’s 
entertainment ecosystem 
larger, influencing viewer 
preferences.

English Content Other Non-English

Global Demand

Original Language Demand Share (%)
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Zooming in on the Non-English scripted content trend

Excluding English, the languages 
driving the highest global demand 
are Hindi, Japanese, Korean, Spanish, 
and Turkish, with Arabic is now 
emerging as a serious contender.

Once seen as a primarily regional 
language, Arabic has steadily climbed 
into the global conversation, showing 
visible growth in international 
demand and closing the gap with 
long-established powerhouses like 
Turkish and Spanish content.

Globally resonant non-English titles 
are typically original productions, 
with non-native audiences especially 
drawn to innovative concepts 
delivered in familiar formats. 

Global Demand

Share of demand by language
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A New Era of Opportunity



Tapping Into Arabic Content’s Global Potential
Growth opportunities and expansion ahead

While Arabic content currently lags 
behind heavyweight Hindi and Chinese 
content in global growth potential, 
there is still ample opportunity for 
ascension, this gap signals a clear 
growth runway. 

There is a meaningful ~4x headroom 
for Arabic storytelling to scale globally 
as quality, investment, talent, and new 
players continue to accelerate across 
the region. 

In terms of worldwide resonance, 
international viewers have embraced 
Arabic crime dramas, thrillers, family 
series and reality competition series 
coming from the MENA region in 2025. 

Global Demand

Original Language Demand Share (%)
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International demand for Arabic content is growing at a very 
similar rate to regional demand for Arabic content

Indexed to 2020
Arabic Content Demand: Growth Index
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CONTENT GENOME®

100M+ metadata tags
2K+ distribution platforms

1M+ titles & 1M+ talentWe are currently tracking over 100m+ meta data tags…

C A P T U R I N G

DEMAND RANK

PARROT 
DISCOVERY ENGINE

THIRD PARTY
CONTENT LIBRARIES

OTT
LIBRARIES

WIKIS

LOCAL
DIRECTORIES

100M+ metadata tags  |  2K+ distribution platforms  |  1M+ titles & 1M+ talent



Identifying the growing and consistent themes across the globe



Identifying the growing and consistent themes across the globe
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Theme Deep Dives: Summaries, Keywords & Strategic Insights
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Theme & Mood Travelability
Feel-Good & Redemption stories are still building momentum but are now breaking through as a distinct emotional genre.
They may not yet dominate global demand, but their ability to travel across cultures is strengthening. Signaling a shift toward 
uplifting, redemptive narratives that resonate universally.
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Theme / Mood – Growth Indexed to the 2021

Since 2021, Feel-Good & 
Redemption stories have 
shown the strongest growth 
trajectory of all themes 
globally, outpacing action, 
comedy, and even horror.

This confirms that audience 
appetite for hope-driven 
storytelling is accelerating 
year over year, not replacing 
other genres, but redefining 
the emotional payoff people 
seek within them.
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Unified Audience Trend
Audiences are gravitating toward hopeful, humorous and youth-driven storytelling

FEEL-GOOD
& REDEMPTION

COMEDY &
HUMOR

COMING OF
AGE & YOUTH

+65% +70% +73%



Catalog )جولاتك(

Market Travelability for Catalog )جولاتك( to China in the Last 30 Days is 171%, which means that the demand for Catalog 
( جولاتك(  is 171% of the demand in its country of origin, Egypt.

171%
Travelability to China

Difference from the demand of the average title in the market (1x)



Finding Ola )لاع نع ثحبلا(

Market Travelability for Finding Ola )لاع نع ثحبلا(  to United Arab Emirates in the Last 30 Days is 139%, which means that 
the demand for Finding Ola )لاع نع ثحبلا(  is 139% of the demand in its country of origin, Egypt.

139%
Travelability to UAE

Difference from the demand of the average title in the market (1x)



Unlocking the future of Arabic content

The future of Arabic content lies in maintaining cultural 
authenticity while leveraging universal themes to expand 

reach. Embracing these trends, the industry can achieve its 
full potential on the world stage. 

Our greatest strength lies in telling ourr truth. Audiences 
everywhere are drawn to stories that reflect real 
experiences, cultural depth, and emotional honesty. The 
more local we are, the more universal we become. 

Authenticity will drive global appeal:

Hope, belonging, identity, and redemption, these are 
emotions that cross every border. When we weave them 
through Arabic narratives our stories can resonate as deeply 
in MENA as they could globally. 

Keeping in mind universal themes

What truly travels isn’t format or language, it’s feeling. 
Stories that make audiences laugh, cry, or hope linger 
longer and reach further. Emotion is the universal export.

Lead with Emotion 

Data isn't just numbers; it’s the voice of the audience. 
Understanding demand signals helps us make the 
creative decisions with intention, shaping stories that 
connect rather than just compete. 

Staying close to the data

Inspiration can come from anywhere, but impact comes 
from originality. We can learn from global success, even 
adapting their stories, but making sure its through the lens 
of regional relevance and cultural nuance. 

Evolve, Don’t Imitate





About Parrot Analytics: 
Parrot Analytics is the leader in global entertainment analytics. The 
company values content, talent and IP by measuring over 2 billion 
audiences globally. Leveraging audience demand and content 
supply, Parrot Analytics can determine how much any TV show or 
movie is worth on a specific platform by region. Parrot Analytics’ 
partners use this knowledge to help better understand global supply 
and demand across all platforms to value content and talent, drive 
better production, distribution, acquisition, and marketing 
decisions, as well as increase D2C growth and retention. For more 
information about Parrot Analytics, see www.parrotanalytics.com

About Rise Studios: 
Rise Studios is an entertainment company driving investment in 
content from regional markets. It aims to support local talent with 
sustainable growth in a hub where editorial and operational talent 
creativity is nurtured and connected with leading regional and 
global platforms. The company uses industry expertise and data 
intelligence to identify audience needs and desires with precision, 
driving long-term, diverse and bespoke content investments.





What is Demand? Quick Recap

We capture the 
behavior of 2 billion 
consumers around 

the world

We clean, enrich, and 
combine all digital 

signals users emit for 
content into 

a single metric and 
weighting by the time 
and effort it takes for 

each interaction

We provide the 
world’s only global 
audience demand 

measurement system 
quantifying the 

value of content, 
talent & all forms of IP

Consumption

Social
Media

Social
Video

Research

EXPRESSIONS 
OF 

DEMAND

CONSUMER 
JOURNEY

IS MUCH MORE 
COMPLEX THAN 
BEFORE

TIME & ATTENTION
ARE A FINITE RESOURCE

Platform 
Proliferation

Audience 
Fragmentation

Ineffective Traditional 
Audience Measurement

Lower

Higher Creative Participation

Active Consumption

Deep Research

Social Encouragement

Public Posting

Expressing an Opinion

Subscribing to Updates

Indicating Interest

Passive Impressions

DEMAND SYSTEM:

W
E

IG
H

T
 O

F
 D

E
M

A
N

D


